
II. NOTESONTHEYELLOW-BACKEDDUIKER.

By C. J. P. Ionides.

DESCRIPTION.The Yellow-backed Duiker, CePhaloPhus silvicultor, is a large,
thick-set duiker with a big head and a thick, heavy neck. The general colour is a
dark, blackish-brown with a tuft of long reddish hair between the horns and a patch
of yellowish-white hairs starting in a point a little in advance of the middle of the
back and continuing as far as the hips, broadening out until it covers most of the
rump. Under the chin is whitish and the eye is dark brown. There are big face
glands in front of the eyes. In the forest the Yellow-back shows up very clearly and
the stocky build combined with the low carriage of the head gives a rather porcine
appearance to the animal. .

HABITS. This beast is mainly nocturnal, moving and feeding in the late evening,
night and early morning and lying up as soon as the sun is well up, usually under a
log or in a patch of thick bush in which it makes a nest. It feeds on leaves and, at
certain times of the year, on the fallen berries of certain trees such as Podocarpus
Milanjianus (Kipsigis-sabdet) and Syzygium sp. (Kipsigis-emeyuet).

It appears to be very wary and shy and, when disturbed, will move off either in
bounds or in a creeping attitude and is likely to cover some distance before stopping
in thick cover. It is not likely to halt for a moment to look back as many other
animals do.

METHODSOF HUNTING. Walking quietly round in the early mornings and
late evenings in likely places was unsuccessful owing to the scarcity of the animal,
its alertness and the difficulty of moving quietly through the bamboo forest during
the dry weather. Advantage was taken of the presence of a large number of porters
to attempt drives on two occasions; but the porters could not be induced to co
operate properly and in any case it was difficult to drive up to one gun in fairly
dense forest, so this method was abandoned. Success was eventually obtained
by quietly stalking fallen logs and likely bits of cover with half a dozen men and,
when fairly close, sending the men to make a detour to windward and then walking
slowly up to the cover in line.
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